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INTERPOL EXPOSED

A PRIVATE

GROUP

ABOVE THE

LAW

AND

ANSWERABLE

TO NO-ONE!

HISTORY OF INTERPOL

“..the lis of presidents and executile members of Interpol
reads like I Nazi ‘Who’s Who’, during, as well as after the war.
[Andl if you then place a Nazi in charge of a fascist organisation
like Interpol, the result of sch a crossbreed is dreadful to con -
template. 

Hon. Lewis Kent Member of Parlirnent 

Efforts to establish a European central police force were made
by the French police as early as 1904, when cri ninals were tak-
ing full advantage of the mobility offered by the new speed of
rail travel. A crime might occur in France and a short time later
the criminal responsible could be safely across R border in
Germany.

By 1914, the French efforts led to the irst International
Congress of Criminal Police, which was held in Monaco. All
efforts at centralisation were interrupted by WWI, after which
the balance of European power changed, and lenna became the
cene of much of Europe’s cooperative police activity.

In 1923, approximately 130 representatives m over 20coun-
tries attended an ternational Police Congress, held in Vienna on
September 3rd. It was at this congress that agreement was
reached to create the forerunner Intemational Criminal Police
Commission, which had a cable designation of Interpol. 

Since the Austrian police had convened the Congress, it was
decided that the head of the Austrian police would automatical-
ly be the president of Interpol. Austria continued to dominate
Interpol up until WWII, and provided most of the eecutive per-
sonnel, and virtually all of the funding. 

Prior to WWII, Interpol acted as a forum for informaon and
ideas exchange, with cooperation among its member police
forces being informal. It is doubtful that any had the authority to 

bind their governments to any aangements ey might make.
But, cooperation did occur, and as general of Interpol, Andre
Bossard stated in 1985, “For a long time we operated as a sort of
‘professional club’n. 

DOMINATION BY NAZIS 

At 8am, on March 12th, 1938, Nazi Germany invaded Austria.
By 12 noon on the same day, Heinrich Himmler had removed the
President of Interpol, Dr. Michael Skubl, and replaced him Otto
Steinhausl. Steinhausl who had just been released from prison in
Austria by Himmler, was now head of the Austrian Police and
the new Interpol Prsident. 

The cover of Interpol’s publication, the nternational Criminal
Police eview (July 10, 1040 issue) shows Steinhausl in his full
uniforrn as a Gestapo Colonel. 

During the war, Interpol aided the Nazis to round up Jews and
Gypsies, who were then sent to camps. Interpol’s files were used
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extensively by the Nazis to maintain ectensive dossiers on thou-
sands of individuals. The heart of the Nazi system was secret
dossiers. Interpol today is built around its secret dossiers. It main-
tains files on hundreds of thousands of private citizens from all over
the world on its state of the art computers. 

From 1940 through to his assassination in 1942, the president of
Intpol was Reinhard Heydrich, known as “Ihe Hangman”. He was
found responsible for some of the worst atrocities of WWlr.
Heydrich was followed by Ernst Kaltenbrunner, another Nazi fanat-
ic who showed an inhuman pleasure in visiting death camps to view
various methods of killing and torture. 

After the fall of the Nazi regime, Interpol’s president,
Kaltenbrunner, was hanged for war crimes in 1946. 

In late 1946, representatives from at least 16 nations gathered in
Belgium for Intepol’s first post-war meeting, in an attempt to recon-
struct the organisation. Of the five officials who called the meeting,
at least three had collaborated with the Nazis during the war. - 

According to researchers from the National Commission on Law
Enforcement and Social lustice, the Interpol President fom 1968-
1972, Paul Dickopf, had been a member of the Nazi SS during the
war. His personnel file contained his SS number (337259) and other
documentation. When confronted wi this in 1974, Interpol denied
the story outright. 

In 1975 however, Interpol subsequently changed its sry, claim-
ing Dickopfs membership was involuntary. There was no such thing
as involuntary membership of the SS, as historians will verify.

STRUCTURE OF INTERPOL 

Most of Interpol’s work is done at the Interpol offices in member
countries. These are known as National Central Bureaus (NCBs).
As of early 1990, Interpol consisted of the law enforcement agen-
cies of over lSO nations. 

The 1988 U.S. Department of Justice Manual describes Interpol
in the following manner: “

Interpol is something of a legal curiosity. It conducts inter-gov-
ernmental activities, but it is not based on an international treaty,
convention, or similar legal instrument. It is founded on a constitu-
tion written by a group of police officers who did not submit it for
diplomatic signatures, nor have they ever submitted it far latiflca-
tion by governments.” 

Intpol is composed of four echelons: 

1: The General Secretariat. 
The central offices in Lyon, France, are refered to as the General

Secretariat -  the headquarters of Intelpol. It contains over 250 per-
manent staff, including approx 90 police officers from 36 countries. 

The General Secretariat is administered by the Secrey General.
He is chosen by the General Assembly, and seves a five year tenn.
The General Secretariat is composed of four divisions as follows: 

I) General Adrninistration. Deals with finances, personnel, sup-
plies, logisiics, security etc.

II) Police Division. Deals in i) General offences; ii) economic

and financial crimes; iii) illicit drug trafficking 
III) Legal, Technical and Reference Sections
IV) Telcommunications, files, and data processing.

2: The General Assembly.
According to Arcle 6 of Inteol’s Constitution, the General

Assembly is he “supreme authority” of Interpol. It is composed of
representatives of the member police forces who meet each year to
approve-new admissions, policy and budgets etc. 

3: The Executive Committee. 
Elected by the General Assembly, the Executive Committee con-

sists of l3 members: 1 President, 4 Vice Presidents, and 8 delegates.
It is derived exclusively rom delegates to the General Assembly.

4: National Central Bueaus. 
The Intelpol “office” in each member country is called a National

Central Bureau (NCB). Each NCB is allocated space, supplies, and
personnel to senre as a liaison point for Interpo communications
and requests in that country.

FINANCES 

Interpol’s resources are provided by “(a) the financial contribu-
tions from Members; and (b) gifts, bequests, subsidies, grants and
other resources after these have been accepted or approved by the
Executive Committee” ,according to Article 38 of Interpol’s
Constitution. 

Each year an external accounting firm audits Interpol. This report
goes to the President and Secretary General, and is not mde public.
le group answers to no one other than itself. 

In February 1984, Interpol made an agreement with the French
Govemment, which became known as the “Interpol Headquarters
Agreement” or “seat agreement”. 

The agreement grants complete immunity under French law from
all legal liabili for itseU and its OffiCerS. It also ‘shields’ its lles
rom any requirement of disclosue. 

This agreement became necessary because of the growing num-
ber of civil lawsuis against Inrpol. 

INTERPOL INVOLVEMENT WITH
DRUG TRAFFICKING

”[Panamanian Interpol Chief] Nivado Madrinan was receiving
telexes in his Interpol office in Panama from Interpol Colombia
which showed him the exacf drug trafficking routes. Madrinan
would then get a k;ckback from fhe traffickers, and allow the drugs
to pass.” 

Lt.Colonel Carlos Worrel 
Panamanian Military Forces, Miami, Florida 

Interpol, which is suposed to be helping stop the world’s illicit
drug ade, is apparently failing dramatically. There are even many
allegations that Interpol is aiding and abetng the large drug syndi-
cates, and are only ‘busting’ he small operators. 

According to Interpol’s own propaganda, the conol of the drug
trade is is the organisation’s top priority. Maye that was an unforb-
nate choice of words, as despite its ectensive resources, Interpol has
not made any signilcant headway in reducing the drug trade, nor has
it made any significant arrests. 

Instead, Interpol’s ineffectiveness in handling drug information
has led to suspicions of Interpol’s direct involvement with the trade. 

* Four Bolivian Interpol chiefs have been involved with drug
trafficking, or linked to drug traffickers. 

“Interpol cannot be sued In any court
in the world. As a result, the
organisation is completely above the
law and answerable to no-one.

Mourad Oussedik, iik
Attorney and expert on Interpol, 

Paris, France ce
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* An Ecuadorian Interpol head is known to have provided
favours to local drug traffickers. 

* The Peruvian Interpol Chief fom 191 to 1988 was convicted
and sentenced to 15 years in prison for drug trafficking.  

* An Interpol Chief in Panama was tied to the Medellin drug car-
tel and was directly involved in drug trafficking on a massive scale.
He is now held in Panama by US troops, charged with murder.

* Two Mexican Interpol Chiefs have been accused of running the
drug trade in their country. One of these Mexican Interpol Chiefs
killed his wife, another woman and then himself; the other was
recently S charged with involvement in the murder of a DEA agent. 

* The former ruler of Panama and the fonner ruler of 0 Pakistan,
both having records of involvement in the world’s drug trade, inex-
plicably received Interpol awards for international effectiveness in
combating drug trafficking. 

INTERPOL AND POLITICS 

In 1950, the United States withdrew from Interpol after discover-
ing that Czech officials used the Interpol network to hunt down a
group of 10 political refugees who had fled to West Germany for
political reasons. 

Interpol has an increasingly bQd record for involvement in acting
as pseudo political police. 

Under Fernando Paredes Pizarro, the Chilean Secret Police have
become infamous for their human rights abuses, including raids on
the Catholic Church, and widespread torture, abductions, and jail-
ings. PizarTo, not only heads the Interpol office in Chile, but has
also been on the Executive Committee of Interpol since 1987. 

Interpol intervened to prevent the extradition of Klaus Barbie
from Bolivia and the extradition of Josef Mengele from Paraguay.

NO CONTROL OVER LOCAL BRANCHES
In many other incidents, too numerous to mention here, Interpol

has clearly acted in violation of Article 3 of its own constitution,
which forbids its involvement in political, religious, military or
racial affairs. 

Williarn Walsh, a Washington D.C., attorney concerned about
Interpol’s frequent violations of privacy and human rights, made
public a letter he wrote in February 1989 to Interpol Secretary
General Raymond Kendall. 

Kendall’s response of January 1989 states: 

”Recently, the ICPO-Interpol has been accused of intervening in
cases of a religious nature, contrary to Arcle 3 of the organisation’s
constitution.... 

”The National Central Bureau (NCB) in each Interpol member
country is not part of the legal entity known as ICPO-Interpol’. An

NCB is a body designated by the appropriate authorities in each
member country as is correspondent with the ICPO-Interpol and
the other NCBs.

”...Only the member country concerned is responsible for the
actions of the NCB, not the organisation.” 

While not taking responsibility for the actions of its NCBs,
Interpol has shown it wants full control over all personnel assigned
to its headquarters, who are expected to give up their allegiance to
their individual countries for the term assigned to Interpol. 

CALLS FOR INVESTIGATION OF INTERPOL 

On July 4th, 1989, 13 members of the Council of Europe issued
a motion calling for an extensive investigation of Interpol. 

Some extracts from this motion include: 
* Interpol operates internationally with no governmental over-

sight from any of its member organisationst;  
* Interpol provides dossiers, on request, via computer interlink,

to police organisation in member countries around the world,
amongst which are kan and Libya who have shown to be involved
in international terrorism  

* ...Interpol organised as a private organisation by police officers,
never submitted its constution for rafication by any govemment, has
located its headquarters in France where it has been granted immu-
nity from the legal process by the Government of the French
Republic, thereby placing the organisation above the laws of any
land, not being legally accountable for its actsn; 

* “Individuals and organisations have been unable to rectify the
files on them that Interpol, while having conclusively proven they
were false, has sent unconolled across borders, secretly showing
them to judges, leading in several cases to wrong imprisonment of
the civilians involved; 

* ...Intelpol insists dat its highest priority is stopping the flow of
international drug trafficking, while in recent years, Interpo} offi-
cials hare been reported as being involved in drug trafficking in sev-
eral South American countries and possibly others.. 

The motion then calls for the following: 

a. The status of Inteol with the Council of Europe should be
reviewed; 

b. An inventory of transgressions committed by Interpol should
be drawn up; 

c. Effective ways to control the International Criminal Police
Organisation, Interpol, in a democratic fashion should be consid-
ered ... so that Interpol hereafter will be accountable for its acts; 

d. Strict measures should be elaborated and recommended to
ensure that ... a reusal by Interpol to reveal and rectify files on
request by an individual or organisation is scrutinised by an inde-
pendent, democratically chosen committee that controls Lnterpol..” 

This perception of Interpol as a slow and bungling organisation is
not new. In the November 9, 1975 issue of Parade magazine,
Robert Walters wrote: 

“In novels of international intrigue, Intepol is an infallible, high
powered, worldwide police deparnent whose agents roarn the globe
in search of master criminals. But to many veteran law officers who
have dealt with Interpol, it is a slow moving, archaic bureaucracy
which seldom performs useful wok.” 

Extrscted from: “INTERPOI, - Private Group, Public Men.qce”,
1990. Published by thc Church of Scientology IntemationaL Los
Angeles, CA. USA

Now what we do know is that the Nazis

used Interpol’s files, not to hunt down

international criminals, but to other ends.

They wanted these Interpol files of people

formerly wanted or of people arrested

once in other countries in order to use or

abuse these people for polifical ends... “

Simon Wiesenthal 

Nazi war criminal hunter, Vienna, Austria


